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This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
March 31, 1994
NASA SCIENTIST TO V ISIT UM, DISCUSS DEFORESTA TIO N
M ISSOULA ~
Compton Tucker, the NASA scientist who ignited controversy in 1992 by comparing the
deforestation rate in the Pacific Northwest to that of Brazil, will discuss that topic Monday, April
11, in a free public seminar at The University of Montana.
Tucker’s talk, "Deforestation and Habitat Fragmentation in Brazil: Comparison with the
Pacific Northwest," will begin at 4 p.m. in the Urey Lecture Hall. The event is sponsored by the
UM forestry school’s Bolle Center for People and Forests.
Tucker, a senior research fellow at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Center in Maryland, was
the first person to produce images of global vegetation from meteorological satellites, said UM
Forestry Professor Steve Running, who has a NASA contract to develop satellite monitoring tools
to study changes in Earth’s vegetation. The first scientist to accurately measure the rate of Amazon
deforestation using satellite data, Tucker gained fame in 1992 when he compared Amazon
deforestation to that of the Northwest United States.
"His conclusion that forests in the ‘developed’ countries were being managed for even
higher harvesting rates than the ’underdeveloped’ countries unleashed a firestorm of controversy
during the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro and precipitated an intensive review of policy by the
U.S. Forest Service," Running said.
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Tucker has served NASA for 19 years as a remote sensing scientist and was appointed as a
senior fellow in 1990. His work is featured in the Earth observations satellite section of the
National Air and Space Museum in Washington, D.C.
For more information, call the UM School of Forestry, 243-5521.
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Contact: Forestry Professor David Jackson, acting director of the Bolle Center for People and
Forests, 243-2945.
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